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“My © hope our readers will not object 
PY to the following, simply because 
they have always been taught differently, 
for we assure them that all we here recom- 
mend we have carefully tested. 

The entrances to all the hives, in 
eur plan of apiary, should front 
either east or west, and for several 
reasons we prefer the former; also, as we 
wish to avoid all unnecessary complica- 
tion and simply aim to derive: the “most 
money with least outlay, labor,” ete., wé 
will discard numbering, and treat all hives 
precisely alike, and make them all as 
nearly alike as possible. In short, our aim 
should be to make each hive constitute 
such a part of the whole Apiary as each 
individual bee does part of the whole col- 
ony of bees. 

Now, the true test of skill in an apiarist 
is the ability to make an apairy of a con- 
siderable number of hives yield an aver- 
age of afairamount of honey per colony ; 
the simple fact that one hive vave two or 
even three hundred pounds, proves but lit- 
tle, for many others may have given little 
or none, and the general average may not 
have exceeded 25 lbs. 

As a colony will labor as weil on any 
other set of combs and brood as their own, 
we will, when we commence extracting, 
remove the entire set of combs of each 
hive forward to the one next it at each op- 
eration, thus facilitating our work and 
equalizing our colonies, at the same time. 
f course to do this all combs must fit 
perfectly any where; if they do not, they 
must be made to, a/ once, as well as hives, 
covers, and everything else. In transfer- 
ing (and this is the month for it with most 
of our readers,) take one comb each from 
several hives for the transferred bees to 
cluster on, and as soon as a frame is filled 
with comb give this to a hiye from which 
one comb was taken, and we have very 
little danger of combs tumbling down, for 
the transferred combs are distributed 
about, one in each hive; and the trans- 
ferred bees have all good combs and ac- 
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cordingly are strong, and an old colony 
at once. Inall operations we are to bear 
in mind as above, that no one colony is 
to be called upon to furnish bees, brood, 
or combs, alone, but that all, or many, are 
to each bear a share of the work, Swarm- 
ing is not to be allowed at all, but if in- 
crease ig desired, at least ten colonies are 
to build a comb each; others are to furn- 
ish bees, and still others, a queen. Young 
bees that cannot fly must have employ- 
ment besides caring for the brood when 
hives are populous, we therefore make it 
a rufe that cach colony has at least one 
frame unfilled with comb whenever honey 
is being gathered, as well as empty com) 
at all times. 

The great facility offered for moving 
the combs about, in the hive we have ad- 
vised, is very apt to induce “ putting an 
empty comb between two brood combs, 
being over done, especially quite early in 
the season, and we would caution our 
readers against spreading the cluster of 
bees and brood in this way too far, or 
they may yet a severe check in brood- 
rearing from unseasonable weather; but 
judicious spreading of the combs may be 
so done as to oblige the queen to fill nearly 
a whole comb entirely with eggs, and as 
these eggs hatch nearly at the same time, 
the nursing bees can feed and attend to 
them systematically, without skipping 
about as they usually do for brood that 
needs care. Sealing over and hatching- 
out also occur on the “one job” system, 
the cells are ready for eggs once 
more, which ean be lad by the queen as 
methodically as we would plant a field of 
corn. When a hive has once got into the 

ray of raising brood in this mauner it 
will probably continue thus the whole sea- 
son, and the ‘golden showers” of young 
bees that such a “mathematically di:- 
posed" queen can send to the fields for 
“loads,” are truly astonishing. 

In our last we omitted to state that our 
bee house should be so arranged that a 
surplus of sawdust kept in the loft could 
be at any time pushed over between the 
upright joists to fill up the space caused 
by the settling which occurs as it dries 
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out; also, a small door over one of the 
large ones gives access to the loft by 
means of a light ladder.——P. S.—Don't 
leave the ladder up Saturday nights for 
the children might climb up and play in 
the sawdust on the Sabbath. 

“ But, Mr. Novice, you haven't consid- 
ered ‘box-honey’ at all, yet.” 

‘“ Why, yes we have; see Jan. No. page 
5. When we get our hives full of brood 
and young bees we are just right to put 
them into the hives double width and put 
on boxes, etc..”’ 

“ But how will you prevent swarming ? 
Our bees always swarm, or generally do 


when their combs are filled, in spite of 


boxes, andin an apiary of 50 or 100 stocks 
chpping the queen’s wings does not pre- 
vent her bees from joining in with some 
other swarm. You have also said that 
such arrangementsas Quinby queen-yard 
and Mrs. Farnhan’s non-swarmer would 
not prevent the bees from killing their 
quéen when retained in that way.” 

“ You are right, and we cannot think it 
good policy to use any means to restrain 
swarming that is apt to induce the bees to 
replace their queen. If our hives are 
worked for box honey, for aught we can 
see natural swarming must be allowed, 
and to be frank, we have as little patience 
with one operation as the other, for both 
seein to us too disorderly and wasteful to 
be tolerated in a well conducted apiary.” 


Kind readers all, our opinion in regard 
to the value of the Extractor may be a 
mistaken one, but it is honest, neverthe- 
less. Should we presume to teach the 


method of securing the largest amount of 


hor honey with least labor and expense, 
as we now do extracted, we should be at- 
tempting that in which we have, of late 
years, had but little practical experience, 
and so we hope to be excused; but we 
shall watch for and welcome anything new 
that may come up, and try to keep our 
readers posted on the subject. That ex- 
fracted honey (with the market we have 
nw for it) can be made to pay, even poor 
reasons, we haven’t adoubt, and trust that 
the same may be true of box honey. 





>  <- 


CAN OUR BEES BE IMPROVED? 


FOE think that any candid, reasoning 


individual will be perfectly satisfied 
that our Italian, Egyptian and native bees 
have descended from a common puarent- 
eye, by reading an article in the Popular 


“Science Monthly for May, 1%72, entitled: 


“The Unity of the HumanSpecies.” Any 
hee-keeper who has any doubts on the 
subject will find it profitable te send to D. 
Appleton & Co., 549 Broadway, for the 
number in question, and we shall assume, 
in all our future writings, that the Italians 
are only distant relatives of our common 
bees, having accidentally acquired valua- 
ble qualities while closed in from the rest 
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of their family by the encircling moun- 
tains. ‘ 

The three yellow bands, then, are only 
an indication of the branch from which 
they came, and for superior honey gath- 
erers it is much more important that we 
select colonies to rear queens from, that 
have desirable qualities practically con- 
sidered, than that they have three or more 
yellow bands, or, in fact, that they have 
yellow bands at all; only that, at present, 
our best honey gatherers are yellow band- 


We will give a few facts to illustrate this, 
and we presume almost all intelligent and 
observing bee-keepers can give as many 
similar ones. 

About three years ago we had a fine 
colony of cross hybrids that persisted in 
building little bits of comb at right an- 
gles to the main comb, and by no manner 


of means could we cure them of it. If 


they built a new comb, it was sure to be 
abundantly interspersed with these ‘‘fins,”’ 
and on giving them a complete set of the 
finest comb we had, placed as near as they 
could be used, we found them in three 
days all “edgewise”’ again, and all we 
could do was to pinch off these extras 
every time the comb was “extracted.” 
The next season, in that hive and no oth- 
er, we found the same peculiarity, but as 
they were strong and industrious, we rath- 
er liked to study their idiosyneracy. 

Inf June their queen was lost carelessly, 
and another substituted immediately ; and 
strange to say, when the new workers em- 
erged, we had sensible comb builders once 
more, and have had since. 

Does any one doubt but that queens 
raised from this queen might, some of 
them, have shown the same trait, and 
that constant encouragement might have 
developed, in a briet time, a race of bees 
all having that trait developed in such di- 
rection as we chose to encourage ? 

Again, most bees, when shaken in front 
of the hive, crawl directly in; yet we 
have had two colonies that always per- 
sisted in crawling into some other place: 
and one of them was a “perfect bother 
for a whole season, until she crawled off 
with a few followers and “lost herself.’ 

When the young bees hatched from a 
succeeding queen in the same hive, they 
showed no such disposition, and as the 
former were dark hybrids and the latter 
yellow, we had the spectacle of the dark 
old bees crawling away, and the young 
yellow ones going home as “honest bees 
should do,” 

We presuwe Mr. Darwin would say, in 
both cases we have mentioned, that these 
sports would cure themselves unless man 
steps in and encourages them, for the bad 
comb-builders would die in bad seasons in 
consequence of poor economy in the use 
of their wax, and the “perambulating” 
queens, when the extractor is used, would 
oltenest get lost. 

Now, fellow bee-keepers, do we not 
sometimes play the ‘“‘mischiet” by saving 
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yueens that would die naturally, and thus 
frustrate the order of nature by letting or 
causing some other to survive than the 
strongest? In selecting our queens to 
rear from, do we always think what desi- 
rable qualities we wish to perpetuate ? 
We don’t care for light-colored bees, unless 
we are sure other qualities always follow. 
The queen that raised our lightest and 
most beautiful bees was one of the poor- 
est we ever had, and her daughter, raised 
trom her in her third season, was almost 
as bad. ‘Lhe full banded, rather dark bees 
have given us most honey, and during 
poor seasons, like our last, those we felt 
sure were full-blood Italians were far 
ahead of hybrids. 

Who has not noticed that swarms from 
certain hives are almost sure to go off, 
and others the reverse ? 

We think it possible, even in our brief 
day, to rear bees that are not disposed 
to swarm (like non-sitters among poultry, 
tor instance); nor to sting; nor to build 
crooked combs; nor to crawl all over their 
hive or outside of it when handled; nor 
to get lost or do anything else undesira- 
ble; but, on the contrary, to be neat and 
rapid comb-builders, energetic nurses, ex- 
peditious and indefatigable honey gather- 
erers, but not robbers, and perfectly will- 
ing to give up all their honey in the fall, 
and take enough sugar syrup out of a 
“teakettle feeder’ in a couple of hours 
(or more) to last them all winter, so they 
won't have the dys-en-te-ry. 


~~» <a -—- 
MAKING FRAMES, 


AS good frames will last a lifetime it 
=== will certainly pay to take some pains 
in making them, and as we handle them 
many times each season, ever ounce of 
useless wood or metals should be dispens- 
ed with. Whether they are put together 
with nails or otherwise, if the top bar ex- 
ceeds one foot in length we should make 
them tapering so as to give the greatest 
strength in the middle where it is needed. 
Mor our frames we get out strips from { 
lumber 184 inches long by 9-16 in width, 
and these when sawed from each end un- 
til the saw cuts met in the middle gave us 
the proper taper, and the pieces that 
came off were right for the ends of the 
frame. We nowdo it much neater and 
quicker by sawing completely through at 
onee; thus: 

















let A represent a piece of board 18} 
inches long by 3$, broad at each end, and 
3 at the middle; if our strip B is held 
firmly against this and the straight side of 
A are against the saw guage so 
xo that the path of the saw is along the 
dotted jine, we shall have the desired 
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shape, ‘T'o hold B in the curved position 
while being sawed, we nail fast to A near 
each end a piece like (, the broad end of 
course hooking cver B to keep it tight up 
to A. A small block will also be needed 
nailed against the end of A to keep the 
strips from slipping back and anothér 
small strip nailed across the middle of A 
with a sharp metal point projecting in to 
B just sufficiently to keep it from crowd- 
ing the saw, completes the arrangement. 
We need hardly add that the top of the 
buzz saw table should be elevated so far 
that the saw just reaches through our ; 
stuff, to prevent sawing off our clamps.C. 
The space between A and projections 
on C should just allow our strips to go in 
easily, : 
5 ee ee 
EGGS FOR HATCHING. 


q AM afraid your “25 cts. queens’ will 
—; ruin the trade. Don’t you think you 
have the thing to too fine a point? I for 
one am willing to try it, but if I find it 
will not pay, reserve the privilege of 
stopping at any time. For 50 cents J 
would agree to put the comb in a wooden 
box so there would be but very little dan- 
ger but what it would carry safely; would 
also be willing to notify customers on 
what day [ would send it. I have a queen 
now, received in October last, of the 
‘Tupper Dadant” importation. 

T’. G. McGaw, Lock Box 64. 
Monmoutn, Warren Co.. Ill, May 1,73. 
We have in prior years sent eggs by 

mail, and hereby inform you that we 
cheerfully concede to your proposition 
“To send a piece of com! . ith pure eggs 
for 25 cents.’ From experience we have 
found that a paper box, of suitable size. 
the cover held on with a rubber string, su 
the contents may be examined, is by far 
jhe best way; to ship to places where the 
mail is to be carried on horse-back we use 
a tin box, 

As a partial answer to problem 9, I 
give you the following: “In June’72, we 
sent a piece of comb 2x3 inches to Deer 
Lodge, Montana Territory, for J. Me- 
Dougall, (who is now breediug queens for 
us), from which he raised 5 queens; the 
comb was 64 days in transit, and passed 
through territory having a temperature of 
from 40 to 90 fegrees. 

KE. Kretcumer & Co.,” 
Cosvure, Montgomery Co., Iowa, Apr. 7,'73 

As for ourselves we have as yet been 
unable to obtain an imported queen, but 
hope to receive one in time for business. 

—_—+—__~» «a 

Axornen Strraw.—For lady bee keep- 
ers; rubber cords or bands slipped over 
the drawers at the ankles, and sleeves at 
the wrists, are a very good protection. 

0, Nownerr, 
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We call attention to the’ adv ertisement 
of Annals of Bee Cullure in this number. 
While we can unhesitatingly recommend 
Annals, we are compelled to say the 
theory advocated in “Progressive Bee Cul- 
ture’ seems to us erroneous, but hope all 
hee keepers who care to, will judge of the 
matter themselves. Gen. Adair may he 


right and we wrong. 
oe 


Tue North American Bee Journal for 
April contains some quite valuable articles 
on wintering. The fact of our being no- 
ticed in terms not flattering in the same 
number, does not hinder us from recog- 
nizing its value in general matters. If it 
will help our friends to read us under- 
standingly, we will add that it was sub- 
seribers to King's Journal who supposed 
they were taking the American Bee Jour- 
nal, If similarity of names makes no 
confusion elsewhere, we will drop the sub- 


ject. 


a ee ee 

We are making arrangements to have 
some photographs of our apiary taken 
next month, or as soonas the grape vines 
are fully leaved out. They will be 8x10 
size, and will cost us at the rate of $25.00 
per hundred, and will be mailed to such 
of our friends as wish them for 30 cents 
each; also we will mail a copy toany one 


sending us $1,50 for two subscribers. 


Those who have sent us 75 cents will 
therefore only need to send us one new 
subscriber; and those who have sent us 
two, if they will advise us of the fact, will 
receive the photograph as soon as out. 
Of course the same name can be counted 
but’ once, and only those can be counted 
from whom we have received the full 75 
cents. They may not possess any great 
amount of béanty, but we trust they will 


aid in ulides the arrangement of our 
apiary and appliances, 
A 


Wirh the amount of testimony on hand 
in favor of sugar syrup for winter stores, 
we think we are excusable in considering 
the matter settled, at least for the present. 
It now only remains for us to consider 
how we can with the least trouble give our 
colonies enough sealed up in their eom!s 
to last them through the winter months 
We shonld also be quite thankful for any 
facts from those who have tried candy or 
“loaf sugar.” Mr. Quinby suggests the 
latter and has made some experiments 
with it. How can coffee sugar be made 


as hard and firm at small expense ? 
eaperonee -o-—-_ > 


Snort y after our article in the March 
number, wherein we mentioned the per- 
fect capabilities of our wind mill to with- 
stand storms, a small hurricane twisted 
the vane off, and then very quickly de- 
molished the entire wood work of the 
sails. Examination showed that the shatt 
of the vane close up to the casting was a 
poor, cross grained piece of timber, ani 
the only wonder was that it stood so long. 
Had the vane held its place the mill would 
have been safe against any blow that 
ordinary buildings withstand. One bad 
piece of material put in carelessly, oc- 
casioned the whole damage, which stop- 
ped “bee hives” for about four days and 
cost us over $50.00, 

Morar. In buying or constructing a 
wind mill, insist on having the rane, most 


expec ‘ally, strong and secure. 
. >_> - 


Ix ovr own apiary we have ‘dik, 13 colo- 


nies out of 71. With the exeeption of 


perhaps two out of the thirteen, we have 
no difficulty in deciding where the trouble 
lay, and how the loss might have been 
avoided, Reports from all points seem to 
show that more bees were lost in the last 
part of February and March, than in the 
previous winter months, and in many cas- 
es after they had been enabled to fly out. 
We are anxious for all the facts we can 
get, but shall be obliged to drop the sub- 
ject now until another winter approaches. 
Although some report decidedly in favor 
of out-door wintering, by far the greater 
part of the testimony would indicate fros/- 
proof repositories the safest. Please give 
us your plans and opinions all; if we can 
not publish them, ‘twill aid us mueh in de- 
ciding what to advise in fature. 


| 





Tere seems to be quite an error pre- 
valent in regard to the “dollar” hive. It 
is the plan of making the case to hold the 
Jrames, only, wherein it differs from 
other hives, and the same idea will 
answer for a case to hold frames for 
Ameriean hive, Gallup hive, Quinby 
hive or any other hive so far as we know, 
and one story, or rather a case sufficient 
to hold the number of combs required for 
the brood and for wintering, can be made 
for $1.00; no matter what size or form of 
frame be used, and two of them will be 
needed for surplus. If frames be pre- 
ferred spread out horizontally make hive 
of double width (see Jan. No., page 5.) 
and if the Quinby or Hazen form be de- 
sired use two stories of double width: 
these will cost three dollars instead of 
fivo, and can at any time be used for 
frames instead of hoxes, and with 40 
frames (common kind) at 24 cents each, 
the total expense of a mammoth hive 
equal to the wants of any colony, under 
any circumstances, is only $4.00. Re- 
moving a part or all of the sides of a 
hive te get out the frames, or using close 
fitting frames of any description, would 
make it perfectly imposible for ws to open 
and close hives with anything like the 
rapidity we do at present. We do not 
kill our bees in removing combs and sel- 
dom use smoke, The dollar hive is not 
our hive but can be made easily at the 
price, by any hive manutacturer. 

a ee 

“On, papa! Can't we make a grape- 
vine grow up each post, and then meet 
the next one overhead, so we can walk un- 
dev it?’ 

“Novice,” with hammer in one hand and 
saw in the other, staring in open-mouthed 
astonishment first at his ‘‘precocious off- 
spring,’ and then at the grapevine trellis- 
es, replies : 

“Yes, my son, your idea is most excellent 
and opportune; for our three-foot trellis- 
es will prove rather small for a vigorous 
Concord without an amount of pinching 
hack that would be irksome. A piece of 
hoop timber can easily be nailed against 
the first trellis, the other end extending 
up in the air and down again to the post 
of the next trellis, making an arch or bow 
of such heighth as to admit walking under 
it easily. 

The effect of these ‘arches of foliage,’ 
and later, when they are covered with 
‘gracefully drooping pendants of ‘pur- 
ile’ ——' 

“Tie ’em up with blue ribbons,” inter- 
rupts “P. Gj" at which Novice breaks 
down. 

P. S.—Noviee, Jr, thinks if he is but 
ten years old, his plan should be patented, 
hut his papa tells him he thinks pat- 
ents “Supper is ready,” announces 
Mrs. N., and Novice forgets both poetry 
and patents, at least for the present. 
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HEADS OF GRAIN FROM DIFFER. 
ENT FIELDS, 

No. 55.—Dear Novice:—Do you know 
why bees sometimes leave the hive during 
the winter, if there is a day warm enough 
for them to fly? During this last week 
the weather has been pretty warm and 
several stocks have left their hives and 
joined themselves to others. If thes 
keep on at this rate T will only have one 
large stock next season, If the bee- 
would only settle together, IT could put 
them hack, but they separate among the 
hives and force themselves in to them, | 
cannot understand why they do this, for 
all have plenty of honey; there is no sign 
of dysentery among them and they even 
leave brood in the combs, 

Cras. EK. Wipexer, Cumberland. 

Maren 8th, 1873, 

The above is some thing decidedly be- 
yond our comprehension, and we would 
enquire if this happens with bees wintered 
on their summer stands, as a general 
thing, We have noticed solitary instance- 
of the kind but never, we supposed, with 
strong, healthy colonies, Caging all the 
queens would be considerable trouble and 
would even then only prevent losing them, 
for they at such times do not hesitate to 
desert their queens, and a contracted en- 
trance would be but little better. Give us 
all the faets we can have in the matter. 
and we will find a remedy we think. Mr. 


W. adds further: 


Ist. Do you allow your bees to swarm ? 
2d. How do you give meal to hees? J 
have tried everything but they will not 
have anything to do with it. Sd. Is 
maple sugar fit for bees to eat? 4th. Do 
you use the same quantity of sugar to a 
vallon of water, when making feed to 
stimulate the bees in spring? Sth. Jn 
wn apiary of your kind, don't your youny 
queens sometimes get “muddled ?” 


Ist. Never if we can help it; though 
sometimes they swarm withont being “‘al- 


lowed: we think the proper use of the 
extractor will rarely fail to be a perfect 
preventive; we know of none_ other. 
2d. We used to coax them near it with 
honey, but of late years they “go for it’ 
very soon of their own accord. 3d. In 
the spring and perhaps if very pure for 
winter use also, 4th. For spring feeding 
we observe no rule and don’t think it mat- 
ters, If too thick they can fetch water 
and if the reverse evaporate if. Sth, 
Never, 

No. 56.—Where | live is rather a poor 
place to keep bees after the middle of Ju- 
ly, and about thirty miles north-west from 
here it is first-rate after that date on the 
Monarda Punctata, which yields till fros: 
plenty of honey, and the best kind, even 
better than basswood. There is nobody 
up there who has used a machine that | 
know of. Only box honey, of which 1 
hought a box for a treat to my friends, al- 
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though I had a half tan of white clover 
and basswood, and have got all yet, but 
two kegs of ten gallons each, which I sold 
for 15c. per pound to a store in Madison. 
| find that it will grow anywhere if culti- 
vated, and in very poor sandy land with- 
out cultivation. I raised some of it in 
my garden last season, and I tell you it 
gave me a good deal of pleasure to see 
the bees work uponit. It is far ahead of 
catnip or anything else that I have seen ; 
there ure other flowers that they work on 
a3 well, but they don’t get the honey so 
plenty. When you see them going quickly 
trom one flower to another, just about long 
enough to smell them, there’s not much 
honey there. 
James McLay, Madison, Wis. 

We hope our friend will send us some 
seed of the Monarda for our experiment- 
ul honey garden. His remarks in regard 
to the hasty visits bees give some flowers 
we believe correct, for bees, like ‘“‘we poor 
mortals,’ sometimes work industriously 
early and late and yet get but “‘little hon- 
ey.” We propose to test the honey quali- 
ties of all plants of which seeds are sent 
us (so far as we can on asmallscale,) and 
will report at the proper season. Please 
give names and description as far as pos- 
sible. 

No. 57.—Novice:-—Our bees are carry- 
ing in wheat flour at a fearful rate. Have 
had an unusually severe winter, but look 
ior a glorious long season this year. Do 
keep us posted on the honey market. 
We are going for extracted honey entire- 
ly, and expect to have tons to sell. In 
haste, 

S. W. Core, Andrew Chapel, Tenn. 

Feb. 6th, 1873. 

Glad to hear it. 


muche 

No. 58.—I have for years made the 
simplified Langstroth Hive you recom- 
mend, and my honey extractor is all that 
could be desired, with a stationary can 
and galvanized screen inside, made by a 
neighbor mechanic. 

S. Lvuerut, Gnadenhutten, 0. 

Thank you Mr. Luethi. We wish a few 
more would get neighbor mechanics to do 
the same. In our instructions for making 
an extractor in our Feb. No., we supposed 
we had given all the directions necessary, 
iaking it for granted that all bee keepers 
knew that an extractor was simply a frame 
to hold the combs from breaking, while 
they were revolved inside of a can to 
eatch the honey that flew out by centrifu- 
gal force; and we endeavored to give the 
simplest and cheapest way of making it, 
yet we are almost discouraged at the num- 
her of letters from all points, saying they 
can't make it out. Perhaps those that we 
have assisted most and do ‘make it out, 
don’t write us because they have no 
gecasion to. We will hope so any way. 


No danger of too 


} 
i 





(Encouraging! Three just report having 
succeeded. ) 

No. 59.—E. M. Johnson, of Mentor, O 
Jan. lst, 1873, writes as follows : 

Iam trying the ‘‘vinegar bitters,’’ as recom- 
mended by the anonymous writer in the Jou,- 
nal, and so far itis doing finely. The stocks 
fed with it are as small and lively asin sum- 
mer. The size of the bees is meant and not 
the strength of the swarm, while those eatin 
honey are already getting distended, and it 
they are confined long without getting out 
are going to suffer with dysentery; have on 
ly a couple, however, that show any signs o: 
it; neither did I have more than two or three 
last year, until March, after which I lost about 
one hundred swarms. E. M. Jounson, 


Mentor, 0. 
No. 60.— 


k. H. Dixon, Canandaigua, N. Y., asks: 
**How shall I make a feeder for encouraging 
brood for every day feeding? Can young ter- 
tilized queens he kept in cages in large hives, 
with laying queens at liberty, two or threw 
weeks? How can [ keep swarms from issuing, 
without cutting out queen cells or clippin 
queen? The best way of keeping empty Aon 4 
through the summer, and comb with honey 
in. 


Ist. Don’t have a feeder; turn up one 
corner of the quilt and pour the feed on 
their backs, 


2d. Generally, but expect exceptions 
when they are not gathering honey. 

3d. Take all their honey away with ex- 
tractor, 

_ 4th. Put ’em in a dollar hive and “pile 
em up. 

No. 61.—‘‘ How am Ito manage to ov- 
erhaul hives in the cold, bleak weather of 
April, to cut out moldy combs, clean out 
dead bees, contract space, feed to get bees 
to breed, etc? When the weather is chilly 
and damp the bees fly out on account of 
the disturbance, get chilled and never re- 
tUPN....... Is it not about time for me to 
stop fooling away money and time on 
bees? on the ground that the section is 
unfavorable or I am unqualified for the 
business of bee culture. Think of it—| 
have been trying to get a start for the past 
three years—have paid out for bees alone 
not less than sixty dollars, for lumber, 
hives and fixings, enough to bring it up 
to a hundred—my wife says more than 
time enough to make as much more—two 
hundred dollars is a large sum for a poor 
man with a large family. Last fall I had 
managed ata cash cost of all they were 
worth, and trouble and worry enough to 
pretty nearly add as much more, to get 
four hives. But what I consider to have been 
the strongest one, is dead; one of them 
israther weak; two have no brood, yet they 
have queens and eggs. ‘The one that is 
dead had nothing but honey; the weakest 
living one had nearly all sugar syrup....... 
If the bee fever continues to rage, what 
section had I better emigrate to? 

Very Respectfully, Yours, 
Aw Unsvuccessrun Novice. 

Never cut out moldy comb, however 
bad, until you have found by putting one 
com) at atime in the middle of a strong 


colony in May or June, that they won't 
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make it good and use itatonce, Wehave 


never failed in getting our worst combs 
made good if given a colony of Italians 
or Hybrids. When absolutely necessary 
take your bees to a warm room to over- 
haul, but otherwise never disturb them in 
weather that will prevent their returning 
to the hive, for we can’t afford to lose bees 

in the spring ‘‘no how.” Follow instruc- 
tions given in “Starting an Apiary * and 
vou can’t well go wrong. rcalt yon 
wasted some of the $200 for patents? 
Hither you have the value of the money 
in materials, etc., or it has not been ju- 
diciously expended. As we have said be- 
fore, we insist again, that the greatest dil- 
ference is in the bee keeper, and not seas- 
ens or localities. Experience will show 
vou where you have failed, and if good re- 
sults have been made with bees in your 
vicinity, they probably can be again. 

Don't emigrate, but see if you can’t vive 
us a better report ere long. 

No. 62.—I don’t know but that our bee 
doctors will make “confusion worse con- 
founded” by their teachings, (compare 
together the last two numbers of the 
American Bee Journal, at Washington, 
ror instance), but we learners still “want 
to know.” You may perhaps remember 


that Gallup and J had @ short passage at 


arms some time ago about wire gauze, 
Nothwitbstanding, I still use the gauze 
and think it a very convenient thing to 
keep the bees from gnawing through the 
quilt or sticking it fast to the frames with 
propolis. And. then it is so nice in the 
spring to turn back your quilt and 
sprinkle stimulating food through the 
vauze on the cluster of bees beneath; 
and no danger of even cross hybrids 
standing on their heads, getting in a pas- 


ston, or going for you like a shower of 


shot.—[Dee. 21st.,’72.] 

Went “Novice,” I don’t know but that 
! too will have to swing “my old hat.” 
Bees so nice, bright and active. No rob- 
hing this spring; no use to try, too many 
wideawake guards to face. Bees carrying 
in four, pollen, and water, and drones on 
the wing to-day. Guess they don't know 
what an arctic winter has lately visited 
these parts, and consigned most of their 
suinmer-stand sisters to the shades. Per- 
haps they don't look with an artistic eye on 


the bright and symmetrical appearance of 


“our city,” caused by an application of 
“ hite paint, combined witha‘ ‘honey v-c comb” 
urrangement of the apiary, “a la” “Nov- 
ice,” though they fill the air with their mu- 
DP. rae 
Kosiskouke Rik CS. Wis., Apr. 19, ’ 

We don’t know how the doctors 
vlong wintering, but do know we succeed 
with very little trouble. Thanks for the 
idea of stimulative feeding. 

No. 63.—And now, if you judge the 
length of a man’s face by the number of 
hees lost (as friend Lucas does), just put 
me down as the longest-faced bee man in 
Summit county. I suppose you can judge 


aed 


somewhat how a poor fellow feels under 
such circumstances. Not much discour- 
aged, but a little tired. I am almost 
ashamed to own it, but truth must out. I 
have lost 35 swarms last winter and this 
spring, the greatest loss I have ever sus- 
tained, and ‘Tam not alone in our town, 
for from one-half to two-thirds of all the 
bees are dead. Old fogies have fared the 
best this winter, and they have nothing to 
brag of. I had a great many die out, leav- 
ing plenty of honey in their combs. | 
have a nice lot of combs in frames for 
over 50 single hives. My intention is now 
to build up swarms this summer and not 
make honey only in a few hives scattered 
abroad amongst my neighbors. I was to 
blame in my great loss; it being late 
when I returned from Nebraska (I not 
having reduced my two story hives before 
voing West) and the weather being so un- 
favorable I neglected to do any thing with 
them at the time, hoping the weather 
would change for the better; a delusive 
hope. This being the second time in 15 
vears that I have left my bees out of the 
house, with about the same result; a too 
dear experience, I hope, for me to try 
again. Tuomas Pterson, Ghent, O. 

‘KERNELS ¥ FOR “GLEAN: 
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SOME 


To those who are anxiously and pa- 
tiently working for simplicity and ease in 
handling hives and bees, I would ask a 
question and offer a suggestion for their 
digestion, if you please. I use no gloves, 
and seldom a veil, and when I get stung 
I squeeze the poison and sting out of the 
skin with my thumb nail against the fore 
finger. Keep the thumb nail long. 

I would like to hear of an extractor at 
a reasonable price. From $10 to $18 and 
express charges is simply prohibition to 
the great majority of bee-keepers. The 
inside, or running parts, might be made 
portable, packed in small bulk and sent at 
less expense, with instructions for putting 

together and use. ‘The can, or outside 
part, could be made by any tinsmith, or a 
half barrel might be used in an emergen- 
cy. There might be a patent here for 
some of our landsharks. 

Those th: at are troubled with their bees 

“laying out” can cure that by a wire cloth 
bottom board. An opening ‘at least 1 foot 
square, covered with wire cloth &x8 strands 
to the inch, and a slide to close tight, stop- 
ping all draft when nec essary, I consider 
indispensable, in very hot weather, even 
when they have plenty of room inside. 

Wa. H. Kirk, Chesire, Conn. 


We can furnish the inside work for an 
extractor for $2.00; geating included, 
$3.50. ‘This includes everything except 
the barrel or can; two size castings are 
made, viz: to fit 17 and 20 inch cans. 

With movable bottom board we should 
think an opening covered with wire cloth 
unnecessary, . 
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PROBLEMS. 


S70. 10. How can we hinge a cover to 
BY adollar hive in such a way that it 


will open and shut nicely and still be 
capable of being removed instantly with- 
out a screwdriver or other tools, and also 
be attached with equal facility to any 
other hive? Such a hinge could be made 
hut is there not something in the market 
already at a low price by the quantity ? 
We think we should abandon the idea of 
having a handle in the center of the 
eover, for a quilt is all the cover needed 
in wintering or inearrying frames about 
in the apiary and is much lighter. By 
having places cut in the sides of the hive 
for the fingers, near the top and not quite 
through the board, they can be raised up 
and carried very conveniently, for the 
hive, quilt and frames, as we make them, 
only weigh about 10 Ibs.; and the weight 
of the bees, hive, stores and all, ready to 
go into winter quarters should not exceed 
40 Ibs. Any man, aye, or women either 
if need be, should be able to place the 
whole apiary in winter quarters in a 
couple of hours, and feel all the better 
for the exercise. (Mrs. Novice and “P. 
&.” protest so much against this latter, 
that we shall have to add that we meant 
when they enjoyed the health and strength 
that God intended for them, which 
“open air exercise’ would very materially 
aid in giving them. ) 

No. 11. Suppose we sell the queen 
from ten hives in May or June and put 
the combs, brood and bees all in one 
mammoth hivezot +100 frames; what 
would they do as houey gatherers? and 
would one queen prevent queen cells being 
built? Who has tried the experiment or 
a similar one? With the extractor we 
have no fears of being unable to prevent 
<warming. 

Ne 
HONEY COLUMN. 


eS 


A \ Sno one now offers any honey, we 
esmust conclude that all have sold out, 
ecen “Gallup.” If the whole of last 
year's crop is already exhausted, we must 
conclude that Extracted Honey is not “so 
much of a drug” after all, for it's certain- 
ty good the year round. 

EK. M. Hatch, Evanston, Ith, writes - 
‘T am desirous to raise box honey, but 
the shameful imitations of “pure extract- 
ed” will, I think, destroy the sale of the 
other. Give us all the help you can.”’ 

If every one of our readers will send 
us names and address of all persons deal- 
mg in spurious honey, we will give them 
an airing or our name ain't “Gleanings.” 
The American Grocer, published,’ week- 
ly in N. Y., has promised to aid us in the 
sale of pure honey, and as they have a 
“swindle” department, too, if we can't 
handle the matter we will procure their 
assistance. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Advertisements will be received at 10 cents 
per line each insertion, cash in advance: 
and we require that every Advertiser satisfies 
us of his responsibility and intention to do 
all thathe agrees, and that his goods are 
really worth the price asked for them. 
\ 7 ANTED.— 2300 hives of bees to be used 
as nurses in rearing Italian Queens, 
Address, _ KR. WILKIN, 
Cadiz, Harrison county, Obio, 


LSIKE CLOVER SEED.—<A nice ar- 

ticle; 50 cents per pound by mail or 3 
cents by express, A. I- ROOT & CO., Me- 
dina, Ohio. 


| ypc BEES.—We offer for sale about 
200 colonies of Italian Bees in the Ameri- 
can Movable-Comb Hive. Also Queens 
throughout the season. Purity and safe ar- 
rival guaranteed. For further particulars, 
prices, &c., send for circular. 
BALDWIN BROS., 
2-9 Sandusky, N.Y. 


BEE BOOKS. 


DAIR’S Progressive Bee Culture, price 
4\ 25 cents, Adair’s Annals of Bee Culture. 
The third volume just out. The first voluine 
is exhausted ; the other two will be sent by 
mail at 50 cts. each, or the three bound to- 
gether in cloth for $1.75, or either in cloth for 
7) cts. Any of the standard Bee Books or 
Journals can be furnished at publisher’s pri- 
ces. Db. L. ADAIR, Hawesville, Ky. 
RICE LIST OF PURE ITALIAN 
Queens and Bees from Shaw & Daniel's 
Apiaries, for 1873: 

For last year’s Queens, sent as early as the 
weather is suitable, $5 each, 

‘Tested 7 during the season, $4 cach. 

Untested Queens in June and July, $3 
each. After the Ist of August, $2.50. All 
Queens sent by mail warranted pure and 
fertile. Safe arrival guaranteed. 

Nucleus’ Hives containing pure Queen, 
with 6 frames each, &'4 by 4, $8 each. Can 
be built up into strong swarms or used for 
wintering surplus Queens. é 

Full colonies in one story Langstroth Hives, 
ten frames each, $13. Wide hives with mova- 
ble partition board from 14 to 17 frames each, 
$15, Two story hives containing 2] frames, 
$15 each. F j 

American Hives, containing 9 frames with 
space between top bars, $15 each. 

Lach colony will contain a young Queen 
and 9 frames of comb, with extra frames. 
Sent by express and safe arrival guaranteed, 
Address lef 

J.SHAW & SON, Chatham Center, 
or I, E. DANIELS, Lodi, Medina, Co., O. 


Ww CAN FURNISH HIVES AKRANG- 
ED 


For the Quinby Fraine, 

Yor the Gallup Frame, 

lor the American Frame, or 

For the Langstroth Frame, 
At the uniform price of $1.00 each or % cts. 
ready to nail. hese will hold such frames as 
are commonly used, or we can furnish frames 
with metal corners for 6c. each, or both kinds 
of frames can be used in the same hive. We 
can also furnish an extractor made especially 
for either of the above. Cheap style, $6; best, 
$11, ready to ship by freight or express. We 
offer the above principally as samples, and 
repeat our former statements that some one 
should furnish such articlesin every neighhor- 
hood, aad thus save transportation expenses. 
The above hives are one-story. and it takes 
two of them for a two-story hive. As bottom 
board and covers are just alike, only one is 
furnished with each story. About 100 metal 
corner frames complete, can be packed in a 
single stery. - I, ROOT & CO- 


, 


edina, VU. 


pone. 


